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CONGREGATION 
OF THE MISSIONARY SISTERS 
OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
(White Sisters) 


ORIGIN AND AIM: The Congregation of 
the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
was founded in 1869 by Cardinal Lavigerie, 
to rescue, moralize and regenerate the pagan 
and Mohammedan woman, and through her 
attain the family and society. Exclusively 
vowed to the Apostolate in Africa, the Sisters 
devote their lives to the natives in every 
work of mercy and charity . . . Catechetical, 
Medical, Educational. 


GOVERNMENT AND APPROBATION: 
The Congregation is governed by a Superior 
General who depends directly on the Holy 
See. The Constitutions were definitely ap- 
proved by decree the 14th of December 1909 
and promulgated on the 3rd of January 1910. 


SPIRIT: The Spirit of the Congregation is 
one of obedience, humility, simplicity, and 
zeal; and the life of the Sisters one of pov 
erty, mortification and labor. 


* * * & 


The Congregation numbers over 1,500 
Professed Sisters who are devoting their lives 
to the Natives in 120 Missions, that spread 
out through 


North Africa: 
Mountains, Sahara. 


Algeria, Tunisia, Atlas 


West Africa: The Gold Coast, French 
West Africa. 


East Africa: Kenya, Nyassaland, Tangan- 
yika, Uganda, Rhodesia, Belgian Congo, 
Rwanda, Urundi. 


eh OC o® 


OUR AMERICAN HOME IS AT: 
White Sisters Convent 
319 Middlesex Avenue 
Metuchen, New Jersey 


THE MESSENGER OF 
OUR LADY OF AFRICA 


is edited and published bi-monthly with 
ecclesiastical approbation by the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), 
Metuchen, New Jersey. Annual subscription 
$1.00. Entered as second class matter Decem- 
ber 15, 1931, at the post office of Metuchen, 
New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


SPIRITUAL ADVANTAGES 


Three Masses are said monthly for the liting 
and deceased benefactors of the Congregation 
of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Africa. Moreover, they share in the prayers 
and apostolic labors of over fifteen hundred 
White Sisters, who are working in the African 
Missions; and in the prayers and acts of self 
denial that the Natives, so willingly, offer up 
daily for their benefactors. 


TO AVOID THE MISSIONS 
UNNECESSARY EXPENSE, 
kindly notify us immediately of a change of 


address. If you do not, the postal authorities 
will tax us for their notification. 
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Their 


ARWAMA, a great chief, has been 
enrolled as a catechumen. He has 
asked Reverend Father Superior to 

help him in having a school built on his 
hill, so that the old women and children, 
for whom it is too far to come to the mis- 
sion may also be instructed in our holy 
religion. 


The request having been granted, with- 
in three weeks the school was built. Kar- 
wama and his four children are models of 
regularity, never missing an instruction. 
This example has had a happy influence, 
the Catechist reports that his class enroll- 
ment is 115, the school is too small and 
many who come for instruction must re- 
main outside exposed to the rain or the 
hot rays of the sun. 


Whilst the church was under construc- 
tion, Karwama, alike to the least of his 
subjects, contributed his share of labor, 
by helping to carry the bricks, necessary 
for its erection. All, Christians, Catechu- 
mens and Pagans generously helped in 
the transportation of the building materi- 
als. Proud Batutsi chiefs and their wives 
have been seen their heads heavily laden 
with bricks and tiles for the house of God. 
Being unaccustomed to this sort of labor, 
perspiration just rolled down their brows 
—they nobly bore the fatigue and even 
the ridicule of their fellows. The old wom- 
en whose bent shoulders refused loads, 
were happy to be able to make some con- 
tribution by plaiting the ropes to bind to- 
gether the roof of reeds. 

Mutara IV, king of Rwanda and cate- 
chumen, spent Easter at the mission. Dur- 
ing High Mass he took his place in the 
Sanctuary, edifying everyone by his sim- 
ple and religious behavior. 

His Majesty was most pleased with the 
welcome received at the Mission, the pal- 
ace erected in two days was greatly ap- 
preciated, as related, to a gathering of his 
great chiefs. Before closing the royal au- 
dience the King made the following dec- 
laration: 


“As you all know I am a catechumen, 
I do not oblige anyone to take up reli- 
gious instruction, but he who prevents his 
subjects from doing so, may know that I 
disapprove such a measure. Be it known 
also that it is my wish that you help the 
missionaries by all means, do not fear 
that your own plantation will suffer loss 
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Faith 


for your time sacrificed to the Mission. 
Here, before your eyes stands a material 
proof of what I assert: count the days you 
sacrificed to build this church. . . still 
your harvest has not been less abundant 
than in the past.” 

A Province chief, still pagan, named his 
dog “Pio” either by ignorance or other 
motives. Mutara being acquainted with 
the fact called the chief and ordered him 
to kill the dog. 


Before leaving Zaza, the King has prom- 
ised to return for the solemn blessing of 
the church. He has also reaffirmed his 
steadfast desire of becoming a Catholic 
because he has understood that all good 
is found here. 


—From Zaza, Rwanda. 


Rwanda Catechist and Family. 
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Episodes of War. . 


S MANY war experiences are printed 

daily — this is no new field of news 

— but nevertheless ours in Mombasa 

have been so different in many ways that 
they are worth relating. 


You must know that when Italy stepped- 
in, there was some apprehension felt in 
Mombasa. To make a long story short — 
numberless trenches were dug — people 
evacuated — air raid practices were in- 
dulged in and so on and so forth... We 
followed suit. A hole was dug (as the 
ground is very stony, it did not grow very 
big). Matters were settled for half of the 
Community to retire to Mangu. We re- 
mained five here. The evening of the 
departure we were talking over the events 
of the day at recreation. We felt like 
Babes in the Wood. The house was dark 
on account of the blackout, when sudden- 
ly the sirens went. We hastened to and 
fro to seize a few articles. Each one hav- 
ing performed her appointed duties, we 
assembled together once more. What 
should be done next? Of course the hole! 
We had to take refuge. We landed in the 
chicken-run and squatted in the hole. As 
it was too small and shallow to hold the 
five of us — we sat on the edge. Whata 
plight. It was most ludicrous. There we 
awaited the bombs, gazing up at the stars 
— longing to be on the other side of them. 
Only the distant rumble of a plane broke 
the silence of the night. After some time 
we realized that we were near a dilapi- 
dated wall which would undoubtedly 
bury us all alive if anything did occur. 
So we migrated a few yards away in the 
open. It was late, we began night prayers. 
They ended. Each one knelt there, mo- 
tionless — lost in expectation. ... Per- 
haps we were to see Him at last. O 
bliss! ... Another siren broke the silence, 
“All clear’ — and so to bed. 


At first school was closed. Seeing noth- 
ing happened, people returned to their 
homes. Studies were resumed. All was 
normal again for us until some months 
later when our Convent and School, being 
needed, were taken over by the British 
Navy, we made for Mangu. 

Our Mombasa people were very much 
put out by our forced exodus and worked 
out a successful plan that brought us back 
to them. After several temporary resi- 
dences — including the Apostolic Delega- 
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Mother M. St. Edwin and 
Sister M. of Carthage, W.S., 
on mission at Mombasa. 


tion, then without Delegate — we received 
hospitality at Mr. P . . . an Indian, father 
of some of our pupils, and the school was 
reopened in a group of odd buildings: a 
votive chapel, the parish hall, a carpen- 
ters shop, a shed, a garage and the In- 
dian Sport Club. Everything was cleaned 
and classrooms were set up. The term 
was crowned with gratifying results de- 
spite the many inconveniences of the 
locale. 

However according to the authorities 
all was not well. Our charitable host re- 
ceived a notice to the effect that he had 
no right to offer hospitality to Europeans 
in his home. So we had to move. This 
was no small problem with no available 
lodging to be had anywhere. One of our 
friends a Goanese lady told our plight to 
the Portuguese Consul, who placed the 
first flight of his residence at our disposal. 


In September 1942 we had a concert for 
the benefit of the Catholic men in the 
Army, Navy and Marines, that they may 
have a Service Club of their own. On the 
program was the Operetta “Sleeping 
Beauty.” The opening number was by 
the school choir, they sang ‘Khaki, Navy 
and Blue.” Besides there was a Musical 
Drill that included several popular Scotch 
airs. The costume effect was very attrac- 
tive, several of our girls made their own. 

November Ist. Deo gratias! After re- 
newed petitions, we received official no- 
tice that the Navy was taking leave from 
the Convent buildings that are to he re- 
stored to us January Ist, 1943. In fact they 
have left December 15, and the Depart- 
ment of Public Works has been charged 
to restore everything to its proper order. 

On the 27th of November, the Convent 
School held its Commencement Exercises. 
The babies reaped the laurels with ““Snow- 
drop and the Seven Dwarfs." These tots 
6 to 8 were charming with simplicity. 
There was also an exhibit of paintings, 
drawings and embroidery, work of the 
children since June. 

December 5th. Five Sisters go on re- 
treat, the parlor becomes a chapel. What 
a privilege. Reverend Father Gauthier of 
the White Fathers Mission at Kashozi, now 
a Military Chaplain, says mass for us 
daily. A Holy Ghost Father (American 
Province) on vacation, offered to give us 
two conferences a day. Greater joy still, 
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at the end of the retreat, we have received 
permission to keep the Blessed Sacrament 
with us. 

All being well, we shall be moving 
back home to our Convent December 28th, 
school will reopen January 4th. This 
brings us up to date for news from Mom- 
basa. We have much to thank God for, 
please help us. 


Tape a True Story 


NCE UPON A TIME, the White Sis- 
ters wanted to found a convent 
somewhere in Africa much to the 

satisfaction of the natives, who foresaw 
the opening of a school, dispensary, ma- 
ternity and so forth. 

And so, a plot of ground (100 sq. yds.) 
was decided upon and applied for, from 
the Land Office in charge of the land, in 
that particular part of Africa. 

The application went through the pro- 
cess common to its species. It was made, 
re-made, referred, shelved, pigeon-holed, 
moth-eaten, revived, corrected, re -ad- 
dressed, affirmed, rejected, accepted, for- 
gotten, cursed, and finally accepted, sub- 
ject to the satisfactory report of the inspec- 
tion of the plot. 

The plot was then inspected, re-inspect- 
ed, disrespected, measured, cross-meas- 
ured, counter-measured. It was carefully 
viewed from right to left, from north to 
south, upside down and downside up, 
inside out and roundabout. Soundings 
were taken of its height, depth, breadth 
and fourth dimension. The trees on it 
were added, multiplied, divided and sub- 
tracted. Written consent (in triplicate) 
was obtained from the chief, sub-chief, 
headman, three clerks, one teacher, one 
mosquito-catcher, Uncle Tem Cobley and 
all. 

Finally the application was accepted, 
signed, stamped, sealed, filed, tied up 
with a lovely little piece of tape of a cer- 
tain color and (temporarily) forgotten. The 
Sisters started building their convent and 
all was well. 

Imagine then their surprise when some 
six months later came a letter from the 
same conscientious office: ‘Reference to 
your application to build on the plot at X, 
I have the honor to ask you to investigate 
if by building on this plot you will not be 
depriving the natives of grazing-ground 
for their goats.” ... J. H. S. 
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ANY OF OUR FRIENDS ask “What 

has become of your Missionaries in 

Africa? What are they doing there 
now?” Quotings, from recent mail re- 
ceived from our various Missions of Cen- 
tral and North Africa, will tell you how 
they are carrying on despite the odds of 
war ... praying and sacrificing that the 
dawn of Peace may come soon and 
brighten our war torn world. 


* * eae 


CENTRAL AFRICA 
Kisubi, Uganda, February 14, 1943. 


We were at the last pill when your case 
of medicine reached us. You may be as- 
sured dear Mother, it was most welcome. 
It is so difficult to obtain anything here, 
and the Hospital requires so much. May 
God reward you with the hundredfold — 
not in pills, I mean because all is not well 
with one who needs these! 

May I beg of you another order, dear 
Mother? Should you supply us with these 
remedies and find means to send it on — 
it will be a God send. About the “Medi- 
cal Digest” I would not know whom to 
ask for it, in these troubled days. It ren- 
dered us great service. 

We had our annual retreat at Bwanda 
in January, Mother Mechtilde, our dear 
veteran, is failing, but keeps on going. 

Work is plentiful, but I am very happy. 
We shall be old soon here, because the 
weeks fly by like a day. The Brothers 
have a saying: We just walk out of High 
Mass to walk in again. 


Sr. Meriem of Nazareth, W.S. 


e¢é &.t £@ 


Mugana, Tanganyika, March 27, 1943. 
Your parcel of Holy pictures and illus- 
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Some of the 3,208,183 
patients cared for 
in the course of 
ONE YEAR 
in the 98 Dispensaries 


of the White Sisters. 


trations from U. S. has been most grateful- 
ly received. Many thanks for thinking of 
us. Everything is so scarce now, that 
anything received has its value doubled. 

Our poor dear Negroes when they come 
to ask us for a picture, crucifix, medal or 
rosary must hear us say: “We have none 
left’ and they go away sad. 

The temperature has been very dry and 
hot, but now it is raining, our Natives are 
happy — food has been very scarce. 

The Mission works are going on as 
usual, except at the hospital, dispensary 
and maternity, we are running short of 
medicine. It is difficult to get what is 
needed and many things are altogether 
exhausted. 

Mother of the Good Shepherd, W.S. 
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Mugera, Urundi, February 6th, 1943. 


Many thanks for the parcel of holy pic- 
tures and illustrations. All is most wel- 
come, you may be certain—for three 
years we had received nothing. 

These pictures will be put to very good 
use in the Catechism classes and also to 
decorate the new Vocational School that 
will be built this May. A new dispensary 
is just now finished and ready for open- 
ing. 

All goes well here, the Mission is keep- 
ing on its forward march and developing 
—we are short of personnel, (Sisters), to 
staff the new organizations. 


Sister Peter Damian, W.S. 
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Ntakataka, Nyassaland, 
December 9th, 1942. 
Please forgive me for not thanking soon- 
er for the parcel of pictures which was so 
gratefully received and caused so much 
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joy to each and everyone, especially so, 
as they were so highly colored, exactly 
what our Natives like. 

It is very hot here during October, No- 
vember, December and we never seem to 
get used to. it, each year we must begin 
anew. Happily this is vacation time for 
our children, how could one teach in such 
a heat. School reopens again in the first 
days of February. 

Our annual retreat came to a close on 
the feast of Christ the King. We were fif- 
teen White Sisters grouped at Bembeke, 
in the mountain, for the occasion. What 
a relief after Ntakataka’s oven. All for 


God and souls. 
Mother M. St. Die, W.S. 
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WHITE SISTERS ANSWER 
HOLY FATHER’S PLEA 


Kisubi, Uganda, 1943. 

Many thanks for the two cases. The 
black cope is already given to “Konge” 
a new foundation of the White Fathers. 
Poverty reigns supreme — it is war time, 
cement, corrugated iron, nails cannot be 
obtained. The Church has holes for win- 
dows, grass roof and grass carpets. Rev- 


White Sisters and Native Nuns acquaint pagan African women of the dignity to 
which Christianity has elevated them. 


erend Father Procurator took us over to 
see what improvement we could make to 
the existing altar linen inventory . . . altar 
cloths, altar covers, communion cloths, 
surplices for the altar boys are conspicu- 
ous by their absence. What poverty! 


Sister Meriem is searching for old linens 
to convert into bandages. Today I gave 
her pieces of old white curtains, nearly 
rags and Sister Dorothy cut and rolled 
them into the neatest looking bandages, 
— until the first washing... 

The Holy Father has asked missionaries 
for Abyssinia to replace the Italian Fath- 
ers and Sisters. Mother Majella, our Re- 
gional Superior, must take one Sister from 
each mission or really three from each 
Vicariate. Sister Sigfrieda, from Hoima 
(Rwenzori) and Sr. Berchmans-Marie from 
Bwanda (Uganda) have already received 
their nominations, others will follow. Moth- 
er St. Helen, Regional of Tanganyika, will 
also sacrifice some Sisters. We are cry- 
ing for help and instead Our Lord takes 
away, — Fiat! I should like to go too, but 
it does not seem to be God's will. 

Mother M. Aloyse, W.S. 
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From a letter of thanks to the Sodality 
of St. Peter Claver, St. Louis, Mo. 


It is a problem in nowadays to nurse 
and cure the sick. Here at Kisubi, malaria 


( Please turn to page 38 ) 
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Zealous Little Missionaries 


FROM CONNECTICUT 
Dear Sisters. 

Our girls love your p ... dolls. They encourage 
them to greater zeal. I am therefore happy to send 
you their collection to pay for a year’s upkeep for 
one of your charges. 

God must be pleased with your noble work, since 
He even grants some of you the privilege of becom- 
ing martyrs. 

May His grace and assistance continue with you 
dear Sisters. We would appreciate a remembrance 
in your good prayers. 


+. 2 eh 


Dear Mother Loretta. 

Have saved five dollars to ransom a Pagan Baby. 
I would like to have it named Mary Marguerite. 
Hope to see her soon. 

During Lent we are making sacrifices for the mis- 
sions. We are not forgetting the prayers you asked 
us to say. 

Iam, Marguerite Himpel, 2nd Grade. 
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Dear Sisters, 


I am writing a letter to you for the five Kinder- 
garten children of St. Joseph School. Although these 
little children are too small to write a letter them- 
selves, they are not too young to make big sacrifices 
for the missions. These five children donate to you, 
five dollars each, making a total of twenty-five dol- 
lars. With this money they wish to purchase five 
little Negro babies. These babies are to be named 
Judith, John, Joyce-Marie, Marie Louise and Peter. 
Would you kindly send us a replica of each Negro 
baby so they may have it for a souvenir. 

Yours truly, 
Patricia O'Mara 
Representative of the Kindergarten. 


Dear Mother Loretta, 
I hope you have not thought that Room 2! has 


African children Thank American children 
for ransoming them, that they may 
become Children of God too. 
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forgotten you. Certainly not! We are remembering 
you and your work very often in our prayers. 

This week we are going to have a raffle on a jar 
of Planter’s peanuts. We expect to get a pretty good 
sum, over $2.00 perhaps. 


I am writing this letter to tell you that I would 
like to buy another baby. A boy this time. Please 
name the boy “Jimmy” after my Dad. Enclosed is 
the five dollars for little Jimmy. Please send him in 
miniature as you did the last time. 

Sister P . . . and all the children in Room 21 wish 
you continued success in your work. 


Respectfully yours, 
Patricia Patterson. 
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FROM WASHINGTON. D. C. 
Dear Sisters, 


We are so sorry about some of your sisters being 
killed. 

We will remember them in our prayers. We hope 
that you have good news of all your Sisters in 
Africa. 

Please pray for us all. 


Your loving child, Molly Holden. 


FROM ILLINOIS 
Dear Reverend Mother Theodora, 


First of all we want to thank you for sending us 
the dolls representing Michael Robert and Mary 
Leah. We are real proud of them. Sister put them 
on our book-shelf. They are near our Mission banks 
and keep on reminding us not to forget the Missions. 

Today we are happy to send you five dollars for 
another Negro baby, a little Pauline Marie. We 
chose the name Pauline in honor of Reverend Mother 
Pauline von Mallinckrodt, the Foundress of the Sis- 
ters of Christian Charity. We hope that Mother 
Pauline will soon be called “Blessed Pauline.” Of 
course we want the baby to have Our Blessed 
Mother for her patron too, so we picked Marie for 

er second name. 

We read in “The Messenger of Our Lady of 
Africa” that five Sisters were killed in an air raid in 
Africa. We are praying for them. 


Your little friends, 


The Fourth Grade 
by Carol Smit. 


Dear Sisters, 


Although it is somewhat late in the school year, 
I am sure you will still consent to do some “shop- 
ping” for us. During the Lenten season we were 
saving our pennies to purchase some mission babies, 
but some classes were not as prompt as others, and 
we wanted to send the whole amount in bulk, so we 
held all of them until now. 


The following classes have reached their quota 
and would like to have the babies receive the names 
indicated: 

The freshmen of 303 want a “Cordula” 
The freshmen of 302 would like a “Mary” 
The freshmen of 301 wish a “Dennis” 
The sophomores of 208 want a “Clotilde” 
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The seniors would like a “Christine Ramona.” 

I feel that we have accomplished something in the 
mission line this year since each of the classes has 
a mission baby to its credit, besides having its full 
share of dues in for The Propagation of the Faith, 
and also various other activities held throughout the 
year. 

May God bless you and your work. 
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FROM MASSACHUSETTS 
Dear Mother Theodora, 

Here is our Lenten contribution from the children 
of St. Mary's School for your Missions in Africa. We 
are sure you will be happy to receive it for your 
wonderful work — God bless it! May it give you 
added assurance of our desire to help the poor little 
pagan children among whom your Sisters are doing 
such fine work, under such dangerous conditions. 
God will repay! 

May we name our little converts: Joseph Edward, 
John Joseph, Mary Ann, Mary Magdalen, and Mar- 
guerite Ursula? 

May God's special blessing be on you and your 
Christlike mission work. Kindly remember our needs 
in your good prayers. 
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Dear Sisters, 

We have five dollars in the mission box and want 
to ransom a pagan baby. We are giving it to Our 
Lady as a May basket and want to call it "Virginia 
Marie.” We are sending the money early to be 
sure it gets to Africa by the first of May. The girls 
raised two dollars and sixty-three cents and the boys 
raised two dollars and fifty cents. 

Christina Marie arrived safely and has behaved 
ever since. Thank you very much for sending her. 


Respectfully yours, 
Mary Hannam On behalf of Grade 5. 
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FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Dear Sisters, 

The enclosed check is a part of the offering for the 
Missions given by the pupils of our school. We are 
very glad to share with you what the children have 
brought as sacrifice money during the school year. 

May God's blessing be with you and your great 
work! 


FROM NEW JERSEY 
Dear Sister, 

We are sending a check for fifty dollars to the 
Newark Office of the Propagation of the Faith Socie- 
ty, to be forwarded to you. Will you please dispose 
of it as follows: 

To adopt a girl for a Christian marriage 
To support five lepers for a month 
To clothe ten First Communicants 
To burn ten Sanctuary Lamps for a month. 
Thanking you, and with best wishes, 
The Senior Class, 
Dolores Murphy, Secretary. 


2.9.8.9 


Dear Sisters, 


I am enclosing ten dollars as a contribution of the 
students toward your Missions. 


With good wishes. 


INTERVIEWING 


( Continued from page 36 ) 


fever reigns everywhere and how control 
it without quinine? We are searching for 
old linens or other material for bandages. 
Yesterday the Sister in charge of the hos- 
pital was delighted with an old red flag to 
be cut and used as bandages. 

To be deprived ourselves of many 
things does not matter, but it is hard to be 
unable to cure our poor patients or to help 
our children as we did before. May God 


give us peace. Mother M. Aloyse, W.S. 
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Mother John of the Cross W.S., writes to 
her sister Miss M. Ghedina, Detroit, 
Mary Hill, Tanganyika, 
January 25th, 1943. 

December has been a month of feasts. 
The 8th, the Batereza (Native Sisters) 
closed their annual retreat, with four Pro- 
fessions, whilst five novices were clothed. 

Then to commemorate the golden jubi- 
lee of the arrival of the missionaries at 
Mary Hill, e.i. their first installation in the 
Vicariate, Reverend Father Superior or- 
ganized a series of mission services to be 
given by four Native Priests. 

December 10-13 were consecrated to the 
children, 1,000 benefited by it. 

On the 13th there was the ordination of 
a Native Priest from Mary Hill, and at 11 
a. m. opening of the mission for the adults 
which closed December 20th. Every day 
the church was filled from 7:30 a. m. to 
3 p.m. The greater number coming from 
a great distance remained fasting until 
their return home. On Sunday, the last 
day, there was a general communion, the 
crowd divided themselves for the three 
Masses but for High Mass a great many 
of those from the earlier Masses had to 
remain outside. After High Mass a Cross 
was erected on the church ground to com- 
memorate the anniversary. This was fol- 
lowed by Benediction of the Blessed Sac- 
rament, Consecration to the Sacred Heart 
and the Blessed Mother. It was a keauti- 
ful day. 
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CARING FOR 5,000 POLISH REFUGEES 

Besides the regular work of the mission 
we have now been entrusted the welfare 
of Polish Refugees. Their camp numbers 
1,500 persons (November 1942); they will 
keep on coming here at the rate of 500 a 
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month until they will have reached the 
5,000 quota. We can but share our poverty, 
which we do gladly. A Polish White 
Father ministers to the spiritual needs, 
and two White Brothers provide all they 
can for their material well-being. 
iK Bishop F. X. Lacoursiere, W.F. 
Vicar Apostolic of Rwenzori. 

We surmise the White Sisters are doing 


their share caring for the women and chil- 
dren. 


NORTH AFRICA 


AN ALERT 

On March 16th, 1943, after three weeks 
of calm over Algiers, it was judged safe 
for a part of the community of Algiers- 
Consuls (called to safety at the Mother- 
house, Birmandreis) to return to its old 
house in the city. The works were claim- 
ing the Sisters. That same night while the 
three Sisters were at supper, there was a 
sudden alert, the anti-aircraft guns raged. 
All of a sudden the house was violently 
shaken and it seemed as if all were on 
fire. A blazing plane barely misses it, to 
crash nearby. Our Sisters were safe for 
the fright, shattered windows and dam- 
aged doors and shutters. All thanks to 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 


. fo eS * * 


From two letters we quote news from our 
African Novitiate of St. Charles, Algiers, 
temporarily transferred to Les Attafs, in 
the valley of Cheliff, Algeria. 


December 13th, 1942. 


It is now a fortnight that we of the Novi- 
tiate: 33 novices, the Mistress of Novices 
and four Sisters, have been evacuated 
here from dear St. Charles. We have 
taken abode in a villa that we are trying 
to convert into a convent. One large room 
has become our chapel, what a privilege 
to be so close to the Lord. 


Far from the city of Algiers, this is a 
haven of peace. During the day, Ameri- 
can planes peacefully fly over our heads. 

The evacuation of the Novitiate from the 
Motherhouse was an extraordinary event, 
which caused sadness to the Sisters re- 
maining there, but for the well being of 
the Novices, it is better to be in the quiet 
valley of the Cheliff. Besides here we 
have a glance at mission life, as we see 
the sick coming to St. Elizabeth's Hospital, 
only from a distance, but it brings back to 
me glad memories of my days in Kabylia 
at St. Eugenie’s Hospital. 

We are preparing for Christmas though 
we cannot vie in solemnity with St. 
Charles, we shall do our best. 


oS #2 


January 25th, 1943. 


Life is normal again. Les Attafs is a 
calm place of refuge. Our house is really 
transformed— only the wall paper re 
minds us that we are not in a convent. 

We are 38 in a pleasant little villa built 
for two or three persons, yet we have 
space enough to move around. Our 
chapel in its modest simplicity radiates 
an atmosphere of piety. 

The Novices have a beautiful choir. The 
harmonium however makes me long for 
that of St. Charles: let us hope we shall 
enjoy it soon again, when peace is re- 
stored to our poor world. 


Sr. M. Coecilius, W.S. 
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A Decoration Awarded 
In recent news from Africa, we have 
learned that the gold medal of Epidemics 
was awarded posthumously by the 
French Government to Sister M. St. Rich- 
ard, who died from typhus she had con- 
tracted whilst nursing the sick natives, at 


the dispensary of Ain-el-Arba in Algeria, 
June 1942. 


Patients on the way to the 
Hospital or Dispensary. 


North Africa. 
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WANTED 


; OUNG LADIES who are generous enough to devote their 


whole life to the African Missions, in answer to the prayer 


Our Divine Lord bade His Apostles make: “The harvest 
indeed is abundant, but the laborers are few. Pray therefore 
the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his har- 
vest.” St. Luke X, 2.... 


Also hearkening to our late Holy Father Pius XI prognos- 
tics for Africa: “The sun shines successively on different parts 
of the earth. At present the Sun of Grace is shining on 
Africa. The times of Providence strike hourly. We must be 
on the alert so as to leave neither before nor after, but on the 
stroke sharp. And I, the Pope declare that Africa’s hour 
has struck.” 


Although the strain of the war in Africa has not received 
wide publicity, the White Sisters, whose mission field is exclu- 
sively that continent, are greatly worried over the decrease of 


recruits from Europe as a result of the war. 


If God in his merey whispers to you His Divine Call, do 
not hesitate. God and souls are calling you. 
For information write to: 


Reverend Mother Superior 
White Sisters Convent 


Metuchen, New Jersey. 


W LL 
Our Legal Title Is 
THE MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 


Don’t forget the missions in your WILL! You will never regret it, now or 
later. Why not include this clause? 

“I hereby bequeath to the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa for use 
in their African Missions, the sum of Dollars.” 
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The Port of Algiers saw the landing of 
here they met Africa. 


thousands of our Boys. It 


You cannot follow them there. but meet Africa through the eyes 
of the missionaries. 


po Su lscribe to “The 


Messenger of Our Lady of Africa.” 


Messenger of Our Lady of Africa 1 yr. $1.00 
Vetuch Ni. PH Jersey yrs, $5.00 
Dear Sister: 


Enclosed please find $ 


Our Lady of Africa” for 
Name 
Address 


lor subscription to the “Me 
vearis}. 


{lso 1 am enclosin; names of Friends interested in Africa 
Name 

Address 

Name 


Address 
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